Sustainability, added value, fun and enjoyment with smart home appliances

Home Appliance Trends at IFA 2017
This is the tenth year that manufacturers of major and small domestic appliances will
be exhibiting their many innovative products at IFA in Berlin. From 1 to 6 September
2017 a wide range of products representing every type of appliance and highlighting
everything the industry has to offer will again be on display to the retail trade and
consumers. Trends include smart, connected appliances boasting all kinds of
functions, including resource saving and energy-efficiency, sustainability, as well as
easy-to-use and programmable time-saving features. As regards cooking appliances
the focus is on healthy food using fresh ingredients. In addition to outstanding
technical features major and small domestic appliances also boast excellent design
and high-quality materials.
In both areas of the market developments have been positive for a number of years.
The reason is the diversity and performance offered by products and the
innovativeness shown by manufacturers. Major and small domestic appliances not
only make household work easier, they also save resources, energy, water and time.
They let people lead a healthier, and in many cases an easier and fuller life, ensuring
positive experiences, fun, and well-being. Preparing and enjoying a meal alone or
with friends and family is of great importance.
For many years major and small domestic appliances have been at the forefront of
progress as regards sustainability, energy-efficiency and energy-saving, and these
aspects continue to be a major topic. Every new generation of appliances consumes
less energy than the last, regardless of previous improvements and figures for lowest
consumption of electricity, water and washing agents. In that respect customers
reward manufacturers for their efforts. Besides offering new features and improved
ease of operation electrical appliances pay the customer back within a short period of
time due to the energy they save.
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High-quality, elegant materials and an outstanding design, often in unusual colors,
are now relegating the term ’white goods’, frequently applied to major and small
domestic appliances, to the past. Examples of cutting-edge technology are innovative
and wide-ranging functions, ease of operation, sometimes using virtual control panels
and on some devices gesturing, voice control and personal assistants. More and
more large and small electrical appliances are connected and feature smart
applications. These appliances are controlled by mobile devices and apps that can
access their current program status, messages, as well as maintenance, repair and
service information. Sensors can track user behavior and suggest improvements via
an app. Built-in cameras offer a remote view of the inside of an oven or fridge. This
opens up the way for even more new applications, functions and digital services
offering fun and a quality experience. What is more they save time and effort and
offer plenty of tips, for instance on how to save energy, do the washing or new
recipes and ways of cooking. Connected appliances can also exchange information.
This makes it possible to optimize laundry drying or control several appliances via a
single control panel. These smart functions satisfy the users’ desire for appliances
that can make intelligent decisions and make day-to-day work easier by offering
improved operation, better safety and greater energy efficiency.
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